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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – NOAA is an agency that 

enriches life through science. Our reach goes from the surface of the sun to the depths of the 

ocean floor as we work to keep citizens informed of the changing environment around them. 

 (http://www.noaa.gov/) 

 

National Weather Service (NWS) - The National Weather Service (NWS) provides weather, 

hydrologic, and climate forecasts and warnings for the United States, its territories, adjacent 

waters and ocean areas, for the protection of life and property and the enhancement of the 

national economy. NWS data and products form a national information database and 

infrastructure which can be used by other governmental agencies, the private sector, the public, 

and the global community. (http://www.nws.noaa.gov/admin.php)  

 

Storm Watch - A watch is used when the risk of a hazardous weather or hydrologic event has 

increased significantly, but its occurrence, location, and/or timing is still uncertain. It is intended 

to provide enough lead time so that those who need to set their plans in motion can do so. 

 

 Storm Warning - A warning is issued when a hazardous weather or hydrologic event is 

occurring, is imminent, or has a very high probability of occurring. A warning is used for 

conditions posing a threat to life or property. 

 

Winter Weather Advisory - Highlights special weather conditions that are less serious than a 

warning. They are for events that may cause significant inconvenience, and if caution is not 

exercised, it could lead to situations that may threaten life and/or property.  

ADVN 

 

Blizzard Warning - Sustained winds or frequent gusts to 35 miles per hour or greater and 

considerable amounts of falling or blowing snow (reducing visibility to less than a quarter mile) 

are expected to prevail for a period of three hours or longer. 

 

Sleet - Rain that turns to ice pellets before reaching the ground. Sleet also causes moisture on 

roads to freeze and become slippery. 

 

Freezing Rain - Rain that freezes when it hits the ground that creates a coating of ice on roads, 

walkways, trees, and power lines. 

 

Flash Flood - A rapid and extreme flow of high water into a normally dry area, or a rapid water 

level rise in a stream or creek above a predetermined flood level, beginning within six hours of 

the causative event (e.g., intense rainfall, dam failure, ice jam). However, the actual time 

threshold may vary in different parts of the country. Ongoing flooding can intensify to flash 

flooding in cases where intense rainfall results in a rapid surge of rising flood waters.  

 

National Weather Service Glossary – (http://www.weather.gov/glossary/) if you need further 

information on weather related terminology, click on the link above. 
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